State of California-Environmental Protection Agency
Department of Toxic Substances Control

GUIDANCE DOCUMENT

DATE: December 16, 1994

TITLE: The South Coast Air Quaity Management Didtrict
(SCAQMD) Air Quadlity Issuesin Cdifornia Environmenta
Quadity Act (CEQA) Documents

AFFECTED PARTIES: ALL DIVISION/BRANCH CHIEFS
Hazardous Waste Management Program
Site Mitigation Program
Office of Program Audits and Environmenta Analysis

AUTHORITY CITED: Health and Safety Code Sections 40000 et seq., 40402
and 40410.5

PURPOSE

The purpose of this memorandum is to establish requirements for Department of Toxic Substances
Control (Department) saff analyzing air quality impacts in the preparation and review of environment
documents (i.e., Initid Studies, Initial Study Checklists, Negative Declarations and Environmental
Impact Reports) for projects under the jurisdiction of the SCAQMD.

BACKGROUND

Initsrole as a responsble agency, the SCAQMD reviews and andyzes environmenta documents for
projects that may generate Sgnificant adverse air quality impacts or are regionaly sgnificant.

In order to ensure that when the Department, acting as a Lead Agency, prepares or reviews CEQA
documents that address air quality issues in the South Coast Air Basin, it will be necessary to expand
the andyss of potentia ar quaity impacts.

GUIDANCE INSTRUCTIONS

The following outlines minima requirements for CEQA documents for projects within the South Coast
Air Basin. Inthe course of preparing or reviewing environmental documents, project managers should
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ensure that the following items are addressed in the environmenta document:

1) Fully evauate the potentid air quality impacts from the proposed project.

2) Provide documentation to support findings of project sgnificance for air qudity.

3) Identify and andlyze the sources of emissons.

4) Include information to support the initia study determination.

5) Clearly define the project site condition.

6) If Ste remediation is required for the proposed project, emissions associated with
the remediation activities must be discussed. If the ongte soils are contaminated with
toxic materids, the potentia for the project to emit those toxic materias, dong with
particulates must be addressed.

7) Andyze air qudity impacts associated with on- and off-gte activities which may emit
sgnificant air pollutants from fugitive dust. and al vehicle and eguipment exhaudt.

8) Evauate air quality impacts for each phase of the proposed project.

9) Basdine Information: Describe exiging climate and air qudity of the region and study
areafrom the SCAQMD monitoring station located in the project source receptor area.

10) Compare and assess anticipated project emissions with the SCAQMD's Thresholds of
Sgnificance and the exidting air qudlity of the region and study area

11)  Identify and assess Toxic Source Emissions with the Toxic Source Emissions within the
study area.

12)  Assess Cumulative Air Quality Impacts from the regiond area.

13)  Assess Consistency of the Proposed Project with the Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP)
and other gpplicable plans.

14)  Identify and quantify Project Alternatives that may attain goas of the project with subgtantialy
fewer or less significant impacts.

15)  Identify Mitigation Measures necessary to reduce air quality impacts substantialy.

For Closures:

16)  Thefavorable characteristics of the preferred aternative should be included.

17)  ldentify future uses of the closed Sites or aress.

18)  If therewill be backfill from another site, include the distance between the project Ste and the

soil borrow and disposa Sites.

It is recommended that the project managers contact the SCAQMD at the earliest possible time for
conaultation and information gathering.
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IMPLEMENTATION

All affected Department programs shdl implement the procedures contained herein.
Additiona assistance concerning this memorandum may be obtained by contacting
PEAS at (916) 322-8162/CALNET 8-492-8162.

CONTACT

Office of Program Audits and Environmentd Andyss
400 P Street, Fourth Floor

P.O. Box 806

Sacramento, California 95812-0806

(916) 322-8162 CALNET 8-492-8162
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